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‘BoerENbuur’ (farmer AND neighbour): cooperation of farmers and citizens

Selling products on farm, customers helping with harvesting, school classes visiting your farm? Many citizens would like to be more involved in farming, but the question is: how can you, as a farmer, organise this? How can you cooperate with citizens, but also remain the boss of your business? 

In  2007 we, as 9 Dutch farmers and vegetable growers, participated in a training of the project ‘boerENbuur’ to strengthen the relation with our customers. Good contact with our customers helps us to tune our supply on their needs. We develop new products and activities. Besides, we receive practical support through labour or money. Citizens like to be more involved in the countryside and the excitement at the farm. Through the project ‘boerENbuur’ we learnt from each other and the citizens how to cooperate more intensively without loosing control over the farm management. 
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Participation is particularly interesting for farmers who wish to strengthen the relations with their customers or visitors, or wish to organise it in a different way. Our experiences are positive: citizens appear to be more personally involved in our farm businesses and the other way round. This has resulted in practical cooperation, new products and different ways of financing. 

Participation in ‘boerENbuur’ is possible. Farmers and citizens can exchange their questions, knowledge and experiences in regional discussion groups. Every group makes its own appointments about the frequency. Apart from your time, the project is practically without costs. On the website www.boerENbuur.nl one can find many practical experiences. 

The network ‘boerENbuur’ builds forth on several existing cooperation programs and partnerships, like the Dutch Adopt a Cow, Adopt an Apple tree, Friends of the Farm, Pergola Associations, CSA-communities and subscription to vegetable boxes straight from the farm. 

International

[image: image2..pict]The recently nominated movie ‘ The Real dirt on Farmer John’ shows how US citizens cooperate and participate in the farming business of John Peterson. Autumn 2007 farmer John visited some of the Dutch farms to exchange experiences.

More information

CLM Onderzoek en Advies, 

Henk Kloen

E hkloen@clm.nl T (+31) 345-470761

www.boerENbuur.nl  

PAGE  

